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Threadneedle Street, which might fairly be described as round the corner. Mr. Gordon says that in 1830 the " Cock " was situated one door from Finch Lane, and the next house was occupied by a butcher. It was a constant practice for the frequenters of the "Cock" to buy a chop or steak at the butcher's, and bring it to be cooked, for which they were charged one penny. It is related that the eccentric Duke of Norfolk ("Jockey of Norfolk") often bought his chop and brought it to the "Cock" to be cooked. A customer told the landlord what was the rank of the unknown frequenter, and the next time the duke appeared a silver fork and spoon were placed for him. After this he ceased to frequent the place. The "Cock" was cleared away in 1840.
Pepys was not a gamester, and he does not give us any idea of the large amount of gaming that went on at many of the taverns he frequented.    The first chapter of Cotton's " Compleat Gamester " is entitled, " Of Gaming HI General, or an Ordinary described," where we read, "An ordinary is a handsome house where every day, about the hour of twelve, a good dinner is prepared by way of ordinary, composed of variety of dishes in season, well drest, with all other accommodations fit for that purpose, whereby many gentlemen of great estates and good repute make this place their resort, who after dinner play a while for recreation, both moderately and commonly, without deserving reproof: but here is the mischief, the best wheat will have tares growing amongst it.    Rooks and daws will sometimes be in the company of pigeons, nor can real gentlemen nowadays so seclude themselves from the society of such as are pretendediy so, but that they oftentimes mix company, being much of the same colour and feather, and by the eye undistinguishable."
Other places of entertainment mentioned in the Diary:
Gserrett's (Madame Mary) French
House, in Covent Garden, Oxford Kate's, in Bow Street.
Miles's Coffee House, Old Palace
Yard. Mum Houses.
Several Rhenish wine houses are mentioned, and it is difficult to decide at each reference as to which one isStreet (vol. i., p. 84). Being misled by this allusion to Fleet Street, I supposed that the " Cock " alehouse in that place was alluded to; but Mr. C. Gordon has pointed out to me that this is a mistake, and that Pepys really went to the "Cock" infor our perusal.
